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Why bother with earning awards?
• Learn a lot about your station and conditions while pursuing difficult contacts 

helps you become a better operator
• Trade information with fellow club members on available contacts and help each 

other, develop relationships
• Sets goals to keep motivated
• Contesting synergies
• Certificates and/or plaques can be a source of pride, show on your webpages
• Interesting conversation starters for friends and family visitors
• You might receive some neat QSL cards from distant foreign countries
• Learn geography LOL!
• It’s fun!



Disclaimers

• This presentation will address the most common awards. There are 
many, many other awards available beyond these. Excellent resources 
are https://nofars.net/home/amateur_radio_awards and 
https://www.dxzone.com/catalog/DX_Resources/Ham_Radio_Awards/

• Awards usually cost money and not cheap – paper certificate awards 
often cost $25 to $80 and up depending on the award and shipping. For 
plaques you can add $100+

• There are lots of rules – rules will vary greatly between the different 
award organizations. Some will not allow combination of previous 
callsign accounts, some might require QSL cards, etc.



My Awards



Award types and categories
• ARRL LoTW (logbook of the World) includes CQ Magazine
• QRZ
• eQSL
• POTA, IOTA, SOTA – Parks on the Air (Islands, Summits), Activators and Hunters
• Special events, i.e. July 4th get all 13 colonies
• US State awards – Worked all Florida (67 counties), Worked all Georgia (159 

counties), etc.
• Individual country or international radio society awards (IARU, Canada, Mexico, 

Great Britain, etc.) – available to anyone if you earn and pay
• Ten-Ten International – 10m only   https://www.ten-ten.org/activity/awards
• Many, many more…
• Note: High quality license frameable certificate available from QRZ



13 Colonies Special Event



Logbook of the World Awards
Baseline awards shown, endorsements for multiple awards on individual 

bands or categories depends on award

• DXCC (DX Century Club) – earned for 100 DX entities QSO in LoTW, DX 
entity is a country, territory, island, etc. (340 DXCC available), “Honor Roll” 
for 330+

• WAS (Worked all States) – earned for QSO in all 50 states
• VUCC (VHF/UHF Century Club) – 100 Maidenhead grid QSOs for 50 

MHz/144 MHz and satellite but fewer required for >222MHz bands
• WPX (Worked all prefix) – CQ Magazine award, 400 prefixes for mixed and 

300 prefixes for CW, SSB or Digital (884 USA alone available), 600 prefixes 
for “Honor Roll”

• WAZ (Worked all zones) - CQ Magazine award, 40 CQ zones (85 available)



QRZ Awards – Based on QRZ logbook

• United States – all 50 states
• World Continents – all 6 continents
• DX World – 100 DX entities
• Grid Squared – 100 Maidenhead grid squares
• US Counties – 100 counties (150, 500 and more endorsements)
• World Radio Friendship – only 25 QSOs! Easy to earn
• Master of Radio Communications – NA, SA, Europe, Asia, Oceania 

(DXCC requirements vary by continent)
• Awards can go on your QRZ webpage and/or get certificates





QRZ Webpage Award Tab Display Example



eQSL Awards – Based on eQSL Logbook

• Bronze membership or higher required
• eDX awards – DXCC entities
• Continent awards
• Certain country awards – US, Canada, Australia, NZ, UK, more
• WAS, WAC, eZ40 (Zones), eGrid
• Satellite
• Echolink



International Amateur Radio Union Awards

• WAC (Worked all Continents) – QSL cards only! All 6 continents 
needed

• 5 Band WAC (80, 40, 20, 15, 10)
• Each IARU regional organization has own awards
• Submitted via ARRL



POTA, IOTA and SOTA

• Parks on the Air (POTA) – https://parksontheair.com/pota-awards/
• 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 75 park awards
• Parks must be a certified entity (US County parks are not)
• 111 DX entities have POTA registrations

• Islands on the Air (IOTA) - https://www.iota-world.org/
• 1200 IOTA groups, 22 awards and “Honour Roll” at 750, 1000

• Summits on the Air (SOTA) - https://www.sota.org.uk/
• Activators and Chasers - 100, 250, 500, 1000 Awards
• Activators – “Mountain Goat” award
• Chasers – “Shack Sloth” award



Good Luck and Have Fun!


